      RUFFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 16th September 2024 held at St. Mary’s Church Hall, Rufford
Present: Cllrs.Gordon (Chairperson), Pickavance, Rear, Taylor.

LCC Cllr. Eddie Pope

Clerk, Kevin EW Newsham 

There was one member of the public.
1537/24   Presentation of Cllr. Kath Cummings retirement present.

The Parish Council presented Cllr. Kath Cummings with a retirement gift for twenty- five years of public service. The council would also like to thank Cllrs Pryke and Newsham for the organisation.

1538/24 To receive apologies

Cllr Newsham, Cllr Pryke
Borough Cllr Paul Hesketh
1539/24    To consider and approve the minutes of the Meeting held on 
15th July 2024
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 15th July 2024 should be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
1540/24        To receive Declaration of Interest
NONE
1541/24 To adjourn the meeting for a period of public discussion.
NONE
1542/24 To consider planning applications as below:

2024/0610/FUL 24, Station Road, Rufford

Construction of an annexe to the main house

It was resolved the council supported this application.

2024/0657/FUL  10 Beech Close, Rufford

Demolition of existing garage and conservatory and erection of single storey front and rear extension works along with landscaping works and new boundary treatments.

It was resolved by the council not to support this application and Cllr. Gordon has had the planning application called in for further scrutiny.
2024/0679/FUL 291, Liverpool Road, Rufford

Erection of a pre-fabricated garage at 291 Liverpool Road

It was resolved the council supported this application.
2024/0580/FUL  Rufford Old Hall, Liverpool Road, Rufford

Replacement fence in the cottage garden, new fence to the coach house, rose arch and trellis to the cottage garden and installation of compost bays within the main garden.

It was resolved the council supported this application.

Ongoing planning appeals.
NONE

Ongoing planning

NONE

Planning decision granted
2023/1143/FUL 295, Liverpool Road, Rufford

Removal of existing rear dormer and erection of two rear smaller dormers

Planning decisions refused.

NONE

Prior approval planning

1543/24 To authorise payments of the following accounts:
022773  Lancs environmental fund Rufford Village Hall cheque void            £2226.18

022774 Lancs environmental fund Rufford Village Hall cheque lost/stopped £2226.18

022775  K Newsham Clerk’s salary and admin                                                 £731.65

022776 Paul Brookfield   park maintenance etc.                                                £401.52

022777  Crossley & Davis Internal auditors including VAT                        £1014.00                              

022778  Lancs environmental fund re-issue cheque Rufford Village Hall   £2226.18

022779  CPRE membership year subscription                                               £80.00

022780  Clerks Direct magazine year subscription                                        £15.00

022781  WLBC trade waste village halls                                                        £368.00

022782  CJ Pennington grass cutting                                                              £909.60

022783  Yates Playgrounds Rufford Village Hall disabled parking bay        £501.60

022784  P Brookfield park maintenance etc.                                                  £336.02

It was resolved that the above mentioned payments should be approved.
1544/24   
Income

23/8/24  WLBC  project funding                                                                      £3000

28/8/24  WLBC project funding                                                                      £26,500

6/9/24  HMRC VAT refund                                                                            £3250.80

1545/24 Flood Risk
NONE  
1546/24  Clerk to discuss update information on national Trust Land East of Rufford Old Hall 69 acres of existing farmland being restored back to peatland.
The council engaged a land agent, Tom Wignall of Wignalls, Tarleton to act on their behalf. His fees are £185 per hour + VAT. A recent meeting was held with the National Trust. Attending on behalf of Rufford Parish Council were Tom Wignall, Cllr Pickavance and Cllr. Pryke to discuss various concerns. It was agreed at the meeting for the National Trust to provide the council with a management plan and hydrology report.
The council noted the information.
1547/24   Highways
West   -  Holmeswood Road 

In Cllr Pryke’s absence, the clerk read out that Cllr Pryke had received a copy of a letter stating support for average speed cameras on Holmeswood Road from the MP Patrick Hurley that was sent to the head of LCC, Phillippa Williamson.

The council noted the information.
Cllr Pryke absent. The clerk informed the council that deer signage had now been installed on Holmeswood Road and are awaiting farm traffic signs.

The council noted the information.
East – Discuss speeding HGVs A59- Parbold
Cllr Taylor informed the council that she had spoken to Harrisons Transport about not using the road onto Meadow Lane which causes problems on turning on the bridge near Rufford Station.

The council noted the information.
1548/24 Public footpaths
Cllr Pryke absent. The clerk informed the council that public rights of way have agreed to clear footpath 53 which goes under the railway bridge alongside the River Douglas. The National trust have also agreed to maintain footpath 57 where it enters their land. The additional footpath from the canal (National Trust) to footpath 53 will be cleared and re-established . The Parish Council will then ask LCC Public Rights of Way to adopt it officially.

The council noted the information.

1549/24  Village Halls
 Rufford

NONE

Holmeswood
NONE

1550/24   Recreation Grounds 

Request from Mark Foster WLBC to use Rufford Park for a composite relay on 15th October 2024 between 4pm and 5pm.

It was resolved by the council to agree the use of the Rufford Park for this event.

Discuss to remove the old goalposts on the park as a risk assessment      

It was resolved by the council to remove the old goal posts of Rufford Park identified as a risk assessment. Cllr Pickavance volunteered to remove them as soon as the weather is suitable.

1551/24 Reports from meetings on outside bodies by Clerk and councillors

NONE
1552/24 Village Society/Friends of Rufford Station
NONE

1553/24 To note and approve the clerk’s report.
NONE

1554/24   To note police information

The clerk informed the council a new Chief Inspector has been appointed for the area and is based at Skelmersdale.

1555/24      To note the date of the next meeting of the Parish Council Meeting is scheduled for 21st October 2024. 

It is noted that the date of the next meeting as being 21st October 2024
Chairperson closed the meeting  at  8.50 pm
_______________________
Chairperson’s signature and date
